HISTORY

In 1901 William Joseph Rogers
purchased about 137 acres of this
land for a grain and dairy farm.
The farm house still exists at 2230
Warner Road. The original farm
house was altered in the 1920s by
“Pappy” Lee O’Daniel, who lived
in the house and later became
Governor of Texas.

Development around the Rogers
farm began in 1906, when the Fort
Worth Development Company
acquired the land, in turn selling a
portion of the eastern border to the
St. Louis and San Francisco
Railroad.
In October 1907, a “ravine” on the
west side of this land, described as
“a wild and worthless area” was
bought for $17,000 by the City of
Fort Worth and turned into the
present day Forest Park. In 1910,
the Fort Worth Zoo was created on
part of this land.
The stone gates at the entrance of
Forest Park were built by the city
in 1917, and were restored by the
Berkeley Place Association in
1980. The Forest Park
Apartments, the first “skyscraper”
apartments in Fort Worth were
built in 1928.

Berkeley Place, a planned
professionals’ neighborhood,
expanded greatly when the area
was annexed by the City of Fort
Worth in 1922. By 1924 the
Rogers farm was the last remaining
farm in the Fort Worth city limits.
In that same year the farm was sold
and subsequently divided into
residential lots.
In the Tarrant County Historic
Resources Survey, published by the
defunct Historic Preservation
Council of Tarrant County and
now owned by Historic Fort
Worth, Inc., twenty-seven Berkeley
Place homes, and five other
structures are listed as being
historically significant.

NEIGHBORHOOD
DESCRIPTION
Most of the houses in Berkeley
Place are very distinct brick and
stucco houses with pointed arches
and multiple roofs. Both one and
two story houses can be found and
many have basements. Everything
from anti-bellum design to
bungalow and streamline modern
are in the area, usually with
detached garages and often with
guest cottages originally built as
servants quarters in the rear.
Sidewalks and ornamental
streetlights add to the ambiance of
this stately neighborhood

BERKELEY PLACE

Initially part of the 1850 Mexican
Government’s Peters Colony,
Adolph Gouhenant obtained a
grant to the land in 1860 and
surveyed it in 1886. The
Gouhenant grant was often
recorded as the Goughenant or the
Gunah survey because of the
verbal nature of many business
transactions during the period.
Part of the survey description
includes: “...from whence a Pecan
tree 15 inches in diameter bears
North 40.5 degrees East, three
Pecans from the same root bears
South...”

Originally, this house was a
two-and-a half story frame-turreted
Queen Anne mansion. But because
deed restrictions in the Berkeley
Place development forbade wood
exteriors, a brick exterior was
added. Currently, this square two
story brick structure is entered into
the National Register of Historic
Places, and bears the proper
historical markers.
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The Berkeley Place neighborhood,
which commonly includes the
Cheltenham subdivision, is located
approximately two miles southwest
of the Fort Worth Central Business
District. Its borders are Park Place
on the north, the railroad track on
the east, Ward Parkway on the
south and Rockridge Terrace on
the west.

SCHOOLS
Elementary
Lily B. Clayton, 2000 Park Place,
817-922-6660
Middle
W.P. McLean, 3816 Stadium Dr.,
817-922-6830
High School
R. L. Paschal, 3001 Forest Park
Blvd., 817-922-6600

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
The Berkeley Place Association was founded in 1976 and continues to be
one of the most active associations in Fort Worth. It is governed by a
board consisting of officers elected from the membership, and a
representative from each street. Street meetings are held and a
newsletter, the “Berkeley Place Poobah”, comes out monthly.

ACTIVITIES
The Berkeley Bash is a dinner held usually at the end of the school year
for the whole neighborhood. Fall activities include a scarecrow contest
or a pumpkin paint-in. Awards for the Yard of the Month are presented
by the garden clubs. At Christmas the ornamental street lights are
usually decorated.
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OTHER INFORMATION
Nearest fire station: 1301
W. Rosedale, 817-871-6800,
emergencies 911
Nearest Medical Facilities: Baylor
All Saints Medical Center, 1400
Eighth Ave., 817-927-6102
Nearest Post Office: Berry Street,
2600 Eighth Ave., 817-924-0673
Nearest Grocery Shopping,
Eighth Ave.
Nearest Park: Forest Park, Tillery
Park
City Council District Number 9
School District Number 4
Voting Precinct Number: 1108

FORT WORTH FACTS
History: Fort Worth was established
as a frontier army post in 1849 and
named for Gen. Wm. Jenkins Worth.
The outpost became a stopping
place on the Old Chisholm Trail and
a shipping point for great herds of
cattle being sent to northern
markets.
Population: 700,000
Land Area: 293 square miles
Altitude: 670 feet above sea level
Weather: Normal sunshine averages
250 days a year
Average mean temperature: 65.5 F
Annual avg. precipitation 29.46 in.
Medical Facilities: 46 hospitals
Education: 66 elementary schools,
19 middle schools, 12 high schools,
13 special education schools, 11
major private and parochial schools,
9 college and university campuses
Libraries: 1 main library with 1
regional library and 9 branches
Museums: 11
Parks: 9,026 acres
Churches and Synagogues: more
than 910 with 45 denominations
Communications: 1 daily
newspaper, 2 weekly papers, 10 TV
stations plus cable.

